
1984 TAYLOR REUNION MAIL BAG 
The latest news about USS Taylor Sailors 

 
RALPH ADANUNCIO 
Ralph writes: “The reunion of 1982 will be remembered for the rest of my days. It was a thrill to meet 
so many former shipmates after 40 years. It is a great feeling”. He said Admiral Katz recognized him 
right away.  
 
ADM HEATH ANGELO 
It was good to see our former Executive Officer at the Torrance reunion in 1980, and we are looking 
forward to greeting him again in Lexington. We also wish to thank him for enclosing a generous check 
to cover “some of the unexpected expenses”. Thank you, Sir! 
 
GENE ATKINSON 
This 2nd Commissioning “plankowner” was the TAYLOR’s communication officer during the Korean 
War under Admiral Kinney’s command, and also served with John Hadley. Following TAYLOR duty, 
Gene remained in the Ready Reserves in various capacities until retiring in 1971 as Commander, 
USNR. He has worked as a university professor and administrator since 1957 and presently is at the 
University of Houston. We hope someday, Doctor, you will find time to join our reunion family of 
TAYLOR shipmates. 
 
GEORGE BADGET 
George keeps busy around his Sheridan, Wyoming home during the cold winter months by tying 
fishing “flies” for friends and himself in preparation for spring fishing. Reports one night the 
temperature dropped down to 42 degrees below zero and for three weeks this past winter it ranged 
between 32–37 degrees below zero. George’s favorite song must be: “WHEN IT’S SPRINGTIME IN THE 
ROCKIES”!!! 
 
BOB BAKER 
We missed this former Chief Electrician Mate at the Chicago gathering but glad he will be at 
Lexington. He and his family will visit Bath for the commissioning. At present, Bob is a “snowbird” 
living in Florida and will return North with the birds of feather.  
 
VIRGIL BECKMAN 
Virgil and Myrtle will be heading for Lexington after closing their shop in Ogden, Iowa for an October 
vacation to meet his former shipmates whom he clipped so often without even a guilty conscience. 
 
NORM BELANGER 
Dropped us this note: “I enjoyed the last reunion so very much. Will do my best never to miss another 
one again. I’ve never been happier than meeting so many of my old shipmates again.” 
 
RICHARD BERRIO 
This “snowbird” and his wonderful wife, Josephine, have been visiting their children and grandchildren 
in Florida. Earlier last fall, they conducted TAYLOR “mini reunions” with “Red” and Quentana Meyers in 
Texas, with Claire and Nick Apostol, and later with Wally Knox, all in California. Berrio and Nick visited 
Bill Berretta in the travels.  



SAM BOYD 
Sam and his wife, Dorothy, hope to attend the Lexington reunion. This TAYLOR “plankowner” and 
about twenty other former shipmates were transferred to the flattop carrier OMMANEY BAY (CVE 79) 
which was sunk off Lingayen Gulf in 1945. It would be a pleasure to send our Lexington invitations to 
the other survivors who were also “plankowners” of our ship for the most part. All we need are 
names, etc.  
 
AUBREY BROWN 
At the time of our 1982 reunion, this Chief Watertender was on the sick-list and was greatly 
disappointed to have missed our Fortieth Commissioning Anniversary. He writes: “My duty on the 
TAYLOR was the highlight of my Navy life, serving with the best group of men I have ever been 
associated with. There was nothing we couldn’t do….and we did it together!” 
 
TOM BROWN 
Recently Tom and Terry visited the beautiful Hawaiian Islands. They feasted on savory maki/maki, 
sipped refreshing mai tai’s, munched on Macadamia nuts and shared beautiful sunsets and romantic 
star-bright nights in this Pacific paradise in the land of pineapple and sugar cane.  
 
BILL BRYANT 
This shipmate is now retired from the Navy after doing his twenty plus years. After leaving the 
TAYLOR in 1945, “Tubes” served aboard destroyer and submarine tenders, and saw duty in Europe. 
He said he will make every effort to report aboard in Lexington.  
 
CLAUDE BUFFINGTON 
“Buff” keeps turning up former TAYLOR shipmates for us. Last spring he also helped organized a mini 
reunion for Tin Can Sailors at Patriot’s Point, South Carolina. Buff is T.C.S. Georgia State Captain.  
 
ED BUTLER 
Sends his regrets for Lexington as he will then be visiting Tokyo Disneyland before moving on to 
Kyoto and Hong Kong (Ed works for the Disney Corporation). He reported aboard the TAYLOR in 1960 
as Chief Radarman and become a mustang Ensign in 1963. He remembers when Captain Chuck Smith 
was a shiny new Ensign back then.  
 
BILL CHAMBERLAIN 
Bill’s itinerary this year is being planned to visit more states and cities during his trip to Lexington. Bill 
also writes the Sierra Mountains are presently snow-packed and reports the two hundred mile long 
San Joaquin Valley could be one large lake by spring. If the Chamberlain’s drop anchor or tie-up in 
Lexington, we will then know… 
 
TOM CONNELL 
We are delighted to learn our former WW II gunnery officer will join us in Lexington. He mentions in 
his letter he met our late skipper, Cdr. Henry H. deLaureal, in Key West back in 1947.  
 
MIKE DEJIACOMA 
Mike writes us from his Denver home that his only hobbies these days are golf and girl watching! His 
son retires next year from the Navy after putting in twenty years. He also sent us a list of cities to be 



considered for our next reunion. Thanks, Mike, for letter, dues and for forwarding name and address 
of missing shipmate, Al Chavez. We immediately sent off our current newsletter to Al. 
 
F.P. GAPINSKI 
Betty and Ski were unable to attend our 1982 Chicago reunion and everyone missed them. They both 
had previously attended reunions in Boston and Torrance, and report they will be journeying down to 
Lexington in October.  
 
JACK GRIERSON 
“Just thinking about reunion when newsletter dropped into my mailbox”. Jack will secure the “main 
engines” in August after forty years as engineer at Eastman Kodak plant in Rochester, N.Y. Both he 
and Gail are looking forward to putting his new RV on the road in October and heading West for the 
Bluegrass country.  
 
JOHN U. HADLEY 
It was a real pleasure for us to meet John and Ruth at our last reunion. He was the TAYLOR’s gunnery 
officer from October 1951 through May, 1953. Now being part of our TAYLOR Family Reunion group, 
they are looking forward to joining us once again in Lexington.  
 
FRANK HAMBLIN 
He hopes Reno or San Francisco will be considered for a future reunion, saying he’s sure to be there. 
 
AL HILL 
Sent his thanks for newsletter. Al reports his wife, Penney, read our newsletter and immediately 
broke out the old checkbook for dues. He says she then dashed off a letter to us with check enclosed 
and announced to Al: “We’re going to the Lexington reunion!” Well it’s true, Al, the “TAYLOR-MAIDS” 
really enjoy our reunions! 
 
EDDIE HITCHINGS 
Eddie and Eleanor will be joined by her sister, Mrs. Dorothy Campbell, at the new TAYLOR’s 
commissioning in Bath. Dorothy is the widow of Leonard Campbell MM1/c, who was a very fine 
gentleman and a great shipmate. Many Machinist strikers and mates were the recipient of his 
instructional knowledge which led them to higher rates.  
 
DON JOHANNSEN 
Sends his regards to all his shipmates and regrets that October harvest-time duties will keep him 
down on his Iowa farm. His wife is recovering from a heart attack under the watchful eye and with 
tender-loving care of Don, and their daughter and son. He enjoys his woodworking hobby when not 
performing his farm chores.  
 
ADM BENJAMIN KATZ 
Admiral and Mrs. Katz are planning to join our TAYLOR Family Reunion. We are looking forward to the 
pleasure of their company again. In each newsletter we ask all to help us locate former shipmates. 
Admiral Katz found for us the TAYLOR’s Second Commissioning Executive Officer. We are happy to 
give the Admiral 4.0 for this effort.  
 



JOHN KINDER 
John reports in that he, too, has gone over the side and has retired. He recently had an interesting 
luncheon appointment with a former survivor off the courageous and gallant CHEVALIER (DD 451). 
John’s new found friend, Art Gaseline, would be most welcome to join our TAYLOR Family Reunion in 
Lexington and also at any future reunion. This invitation is extended to all DESRON 21 shipmates and 
others who joined TAYLOR in operational assignments. 
 
ADM S. KINNEY 
Someday we hope to have the pleasure of also welcoming this highly respected former TAYLOR 
Commanding Officer at a future function. Unfortunately, the Admiral will be in Europe during this 
October.  
 
JACK LOFTON 
Jack reported in by phone from his hometown in South Carolina. This “snowbird” just returned from 
Acapulco after several months down there. He was pleased to learn of the next reunion.  
 
CDR JACK MACKIE 
Most of my shipmates had the pleasure of first meeting this C.O. in 1980 during the California 
reunion. He will always be remembered for his informative and interesting account about the TAYLOR 
while under his command. He writes both he and Captain Chuck Smith (then a new Ensign) reported 
aboard the TAYLOR the same day back in 1951. He regrets he missed our Chicago reunion.  
 
HUGH McGUINNESS 
We hope this likeable shipmate will personally claim his “plankowners” certificate and TAYLOR 
Reunion Scroll in Lexington. Hugh reports he buried his lovely wife eight years ago. He has a son and 
daughter and three delightful grandchildren.  
 
ADM R. McNITT 
This 5th C.O. of the TAYLOR will be unable to attend reunion this year but sends best wishes for a fine 
reunion. Admiral McNitt is Dean of Admissions at the Naval Academy.  
 
J.M. (Red) MEYERS 
“Red” writes both he and Quentana have many wonderful memories of their reunion visit with 
shipmates and their wives while in Chicago. J.M. would like to find again his old buddy and shipmate, 
LEO ASSARIAN. We sent off a newsletter to Leo at his last known address: Leo M. Assarian, 87 
Oklahoma Street, Springfield, 4, MA. Maybe someone living in the area can personally follow this up 
and find Leo for J.M. in case he no longer resides at this same address.  
 
AL MONTOYA 
And this 1943–46 Torpedoman who was, and still is, called “GREEK” wishes to remind us “foreigners” 
that T-U-C-S-O-N is not spelled T-U-S-C-O-N. Not wishing to offend his civic pride, we accordingly 
acquiesce to his wishes and won’t misspell his hometown’s name which phonically is sounded “T-W-O-
Z-O-N”. We will see you and your lovely wife in L-E-X-I-N-G-T-O-N….hasta-la-vista-amigo. 
 
 
 



C. JOHN NOWAK 
John took his retirement last spring after almost 34 years with his employer. He and Louise then 
spent the next four weeks doing over their house. He writes he is now just loafing and enjoying his 
retirement and the good life.  
 
MAX OLITSKY 
Our ship’s cook and baker, Max, can’t be with us this year after just having moved to their new home 
in Florida. Max wishes to be remembered to all.  
 
AUGIE PACINELLA 
Augie learned of our Chicago reunion just the day before it occurred. He made quick inquiries and 
was on a plane for Chicago in just hours to join his old shipmates for the TAYLOR’s Fortieth 
Commissioning Anniversary. We now sadly report that Augie later had an operation severing a part of 
his right leg above the knee. He writes: “Am coming along fine with my new leg”. We know he would 
appreciate hearing from his old shipmates and a possible visit from those living in his area.  
 
CDR HANK RACETTE 
This C.O.’s contribution of cruise books and other memorabilia has substantially added to our ship’s 
own archives and has made our ship’s library more interesting. We are looking forward to personally 
thanking him at a future reunion. For now, many thanks, Commander!! 
 
JACK TAYLOR 
Jack Taylor is our ship’s historian. Last week I made inquiries of him if in post-war years the TAYLOR 
had a ship’s crest. Presto!! Three days later the crest was delivered. Thanks for the help, Jack! 
 
DARWIN WAGIE 
Darwin writes he was very much impressed viewing the TALL SHIPS on television during America’s Bi-
Centennial. He now hears they will again rendezvous off New York in 1986. He would like to suggest a 
reunion in that area during the possible visit of the TALL SHIPS. 
 
JOHN WALLING 
Nancy and John enjoyed a cruise last year and are looking forward to seeing all shipmates this year in 
Lexington. We learned of the new TAYLOR’s construction as a result of John’s letter remarking: “I 
thought you might be interested in learning the partial rebirth of DESRON 21, particularly since it was 
there three ships who led the MISSOURI into Tokyo Bay. We will soon have a new NICHOLAS, and 
TAYLOR, plus the new O’BANNON which is already in service”. We are also aware of the new 
FLETCHER which was commissioned last year.  
 
CLINTON WESTBROOK 
Clinton joined the TAYLOR’s pre-commissioning crew back in April, 1942, and now resides in Florida. 
Both he and his wife, Catherine, are eagerly looking forward to greeting Admiral Katz and all his 
shipmates once again after all these years.   


