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We are publishing the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) Reunion Association Newsletter as a 
forum for disseminating information concerning the activities of the Reunion Association 
and its members particularly as it relates to reunions as well as the maintenance of a 
high level of interest in the history of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) and the men who 
served on her.   We encourage and welcome  informational contributions, including 
articles, from members at any time.  Please submit comments, inquiries, or possible 
contributions to Ms. Dorothy Davis at shipsahoy16@gmail.com.  No political 
commentary, please. 
 
 

2021 REUNION CANCELED  
 

 
 



 

 

In our May 2020 edition we reported that in reaction to the COVID 19 pandemic we had 
rescheduled our reunion by one year, now to go from 26 August thru 30 August, 2021.   
Then, In our August 2020 edition, we reported that we would make a final go/no go 
decision as to having a 2021 reunion in November.  Based on feedback from members 
and on our extrapolations of the current COVID 19 situation we notified the Central Hotel 
and Conference Center in October of last year that we are canceling our 2021 reunion.      
 
  

FUTURE REUNIONS 
 

We are sitting out the current COVID-19 situation.  We have received full refunds of all 
deposits and have funds to apply to a future reunion or two.  In the long term we are 
looking to merge with Tin Can Sailors (TCS)  http://www.destroyers.org/.  This is the 
approach that our members have been informally discussing over the last few years.  In 
the meantime, while we are talking to TCS, however, we will revisit the possibility of 
scheduling an August 2022 reunion at the same hotel in Harrisburg, with the same basic 
schedule as what we had previously planned.  The Best Western Premier has bent over 
backwards to be fair to our group but stated that, right now, was too early for them to 
commit to supporting an August 2022 reunion for us -- we'll see eventually.  If members 
have other approaches to future reunions (and responsibilities) that they would like to put 
forward please send an email to shipsahoy16 @gmail.com.   
 
Also the USS Cogswell (DD-651) and the USS Wedderburn (DD-684) have merged 
reunions and are looking for more attendees.  In fact, the USS Cogswell (DD-651) 
Planner has issued, and reissued, an invitation to any members of our reunion 
association, so desiring,  to participate in their June 7, 2021 to June 9, 2021 reunion in 
Bellview, WA.  During the reunion, among other activities, they plan to tour Boeing 
Aircraft and Pike's Place Market.  The Cogswell's hotel contract is less stringent than 
ours by allowing them to wait until 30 days before the start of the reunion to make a final 
go/no go decision.   I Have a copy of the signup flyer and can email you a copy if you are 



 

 

interested -- just let me know.  Your direct liaison with the Cogswell (DD-651) Reunion 
Association will be required in order to attend.             

 
BOOK REVIEW 

 

 
 

                                                                                       
When I pulled this book off the shelf I thought that I would probably get quickly  
bored and quit after about 10 pages.  WRONG!!  I soon found out that this book is a 
biography of Virginia Hall that focuses primarily on her WWII service as a fearless 
leader and organizer who was probably our most dangerous spy.    The book 
chronicles her efforts to organize and assist resistance groups in France and 
elsewhere from right under the noses of the German Army and German intelligence.  
She accomplishes all this while  overcoming the mobility limitations caused by her 
prosthetic leg.   

 

Hall was a pioneering agent for the Special Operations Executive (SOE), arriving 
in France in August 1941, the first female agent to take up residence in France. She 
created the Heckler network in Lyon. Over the next 15 months, she "became an 
expert at support operations – organizing resistance movements; supplying agents 
with money, weapons, and supplies; helping downed airmen to escape; offering safe 
houses and medical assistance to wounded agents and pilots."  She fled France in 



 

 

November 1942 to avoid capture by the Germans. 

 

She returned to France as a wireless operator for the OSS in March 1944 as a 
member of the Saint network. Working in territory still occupied by the German army 
and mostly without the assistance of other OSS agents, she supplied arms, training, 
and direction to French resistance groups, called maquis, especially in Haute-
Loir where the maquis cleared the department of German soldiers prior to the arrival 
of the American army in September 1944. 

 

The Germans gave her the nickname Artemis, and the Gestapo reportedly considered 
her "the most dangerous of all Allied spies."  Hall had an artificial foot she named 
"Cuthbert." She was also known as "the limping lady" by the Germans and as "Marie 
of Lyon" by many of the SOE agents she assisted. 

 

                                     
Virginia Hall receiving the Distinguished Service Cross in 1945 from OSS chief General Donovan 

 
UPDATES FROM MEMBERS 

  

Charlie Denayer,  SM2 60-62,  called and reported that, at age 79, he is still playing 
competitive softball.  I believe he plays shortstop. 



 

 

 
Richard McKenzie, MM3 63-66 , reports that he has moved to Tucson, AZ from 
Wyoming.   
 
In a Christmas Note, Tom Roseberry, SKSN 66-67, reports that he has moved to 
Henderson, Nevada, from Las Vegas.  He will be closer to his children and to the 
Sunrise Bible Church, where he is the Associate Pastor.  Right now he is using a walker 
while he awaits hip replacement surgery.   
                     

MEMBERSHIP 
 

We have published our 2018 membership directory.  All those who attended the 2018 
reunion have received a copy (one per family, however).  All our  members with internet 
can access the online directory at http://usstaylor468.org/directory/.  For the Alpha 
Directory the username is bkatzusn  and the password is hongkong.  TOP SECRET.   
 
Bobby E. Campbell, QM3 55-57 joins us from Chickamaugua, GA.    

 
WEB SITE 

 
ORAL HISTORIES -- Our web site home page https://usstaylor468.org/ has added a link 
to oral histories.  So far we have four entries, and are looking for more contributions.  If 
you would like to add your memories please contact Bob Cashin at 
rlcashin@verizon.net.  He will send you a small digital handheld recorder with 
instructions in a package enclosing a postpaid return mailer. 
 
MODERNIZATION -- We are in the process of modernizing the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-
468) web site.  We plan to bring the site up to date with current technology, eliminate 
redundancies, provide for more flexibility, easier management, and longevity. At this 
point, the strategy is to rebuild the site in WordPress software, which is the leading web 



 

 

site building software today. This will enable us to present the site at full width, instead of 
the narrow width we have now. It also allows much better and simpler access for us to 
make simple edits ourselves.  We described the changes in greater detail in our August, 
2019 NEWSLETTER.  All the changes will help to give us more security and 
longevity.  Our goal is to have the new site ready for presentation in the summer of  
2021. 

 
PURCHASE FLAG REPLICA 

 
+ 

                                             
 
 
Bob Cashin is offering to produce a photographic replica of our WWII flag for any member 
interested.  The photo is 16" X 12" -- the frame makes it  a few inches larger on each side --  and 
is the same as the one we auctioned off at the Colorado Springs Reunion.  The cost is $130 
payable to Robert L. Cashin.  This is the same price as the auction price.  Any excess over the 
cost to produce and ship the replica is a donation to the reunion association.       

 
HISTORICAL PHOTOS 

 
We are always looking for photos documenting the History of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) and those 

who served on her.  Indeed, many people have already shared their photos and we have them on file.  

Randy Sickmeier, son of Ernie Sickmeier, BM3 51 & 52 and a Korean War Plank Owner, sent us  a copy of 

a signed piece of paper, perhaps the back of a photo, or a menu, or something like that.  In any case there 

are lots of signatures that may bring back memories -- good ones, we hope.                                                                                     



 

 

                                         
 

 

 



 

 

LIFE STORY 
The following is from the January 1959 Naval Institute Proceedings, written by Captain 
(then)  Robert W. McNitt, former Commanding Officer of the USS Taylor (DDE-468). 

 
Generations of junior officers have known that there is only one fate worse than being in 
the duty section on New Year's Eve, and that is drawing the mid watch—the first watch of 
the New Year. Bad enough, when the ship is in port to forego a big time ashore; worse 
still to stand chilled to the bone on a deserted quarterdeck and glumly greet the still 
celebrating shipmates who manage to make it back before dawn. 

And so grew up the custom of logging the first watch of the New Year in verse, providing 
some diversion for the wretched watch officer, and amusement for his shipmates the next 
day. The unwritten rules for this game have always required that even though in verse, 
the log be complete, containing all of the information normally found in every 0000-0400 
watch. The poetic license invoked in rhyming the berth and anchor bearings or course 
and speed, boilers in use, ships present, wind, weather, and tide has often been fearful 
and wondrous to behold. Yet, as always in folk songs and stories, there is a message 
expressing the mood of the times and the personality of the author. 

The quiet and well ordered Twenties are reflected in the peaceful log entries of that 
period, in which it is evident that the watch officer had little more on his mind than his bad 
luck at having the deck and the discomfort of the night. In those days a large part of the 
Fleet regarded San Pedro, California, as home, and much of the discomfort there came 
from the heavy swell that frequently rolled the battleship boat booms under before the 
days of the Long Beach breakwater. For example, in the USS Idaho in 1926, Ensign E. V. 
Dockweiler noted: 

"We are anchored in Pedro Harbor 

Tho there isn't much of a lee, 

And why they call it a harbor 

Is something I never could see!" 

Then he apparently had some qualms about getting his skipper to sign the log and 
added: 

"That's all the dope this morning, 

Except just between us two 



 

 

If the Captain ever sees this log, 

My Gawd, what will he do." 

This afterthought might well have been suggested by Lieutenant (jg) D. V. Gallery who 
had the four to eight. In any case, boldly written in pen above his signature are Captain A. 
St. Clair Smith's comments: "The Captain is glad to see that the old Navy custom of 
writing up the first watch of the year in rhyme is known to the younger members of the 
Service. The watch stands as written." This obviously encouraged the JO Mess, because 
a year later the Idaho was back in Long Beach and Ensign F. N. Kivette, still not 
impressed with the berth assignment, wrote, 

"Buried in berth B-9 

The center anchor lay; 

It's called San Pedro Harbor 

Though we're most to 'Frisco Bay." 

After struggling with a long list of ships present which stubbornly fouled up the meter, 
Ensign Kivette got some help with the last verse: 

"To cook our chow and give us heat 

Steams boiler Number Nine; 

From ten days leave came Ensign Clark 

To finish this damned rhyme." 

The USS Indianapolis ten years later enjoyed New Year's day in San Pedro, but Ensign 
C. T. Doss was unenthusiastic: 

"It's the twelve to four and pretty cold, 

In berth C-B our hook keeps hold; 

What if we are in dear Long Beach, 

New Year's cheer is out of reach." 

However, on January 1, 1940, the Indianapolis was comfortably settled on the keel 
blocks in dry dock at Mare Island, and after noting this fact Ensign F. M. Culpepper, 
unconcerned with weather, boating and anchor bearings, needed only to report that: 

"We get our fresh and flushing water 



 

 

Right off the dock just like we oughter." 

Frequently the chief concern of the watch was the sheer discomfort of a long four hours 
in the middle of a freezing cold night, exposed to a driving rain on the open quarterdeck. 
This was well expressed by Ensign M. Hall, Je, in the USS Oklahoma, who after listing 
the ships present, wrote: 

"All face the fresh southeaster gale 

That drives the wave tops up the shale 

While rainsqualls sweep the weatherdecks, 

Urging water down the watches' necks." 

Sometimes though, in other parts of the world it wasn't so bad. The famous old transport, 
the USS Chaumont, was, 

"Steaming alone on the open sea 

En route San Diego to Balboa, C.Z. 

The weather is clear and the starlight's bright, 

The breeze from the north is steady and light." 

Some ships were very particular about listing all the others present The USS Guam was 
in the Philadelphia Navy yard in 19,15 when Lieutenant A. T. Emerson wrote in his log: 

"The French sub Casablanca and the namesake of the Yard, 

The latter vessel mentioned has the military…guard. 

The Atlanta and…Savannah we really must include, 

Also…yard and district craft; but wait we can't be rude 

And forget the mighty warship of our allies 'cross the sea, 

HMS Lord Nelson sits in Drydock No.3." 

In the Atlantic, as World War II approached, the USS Kane was doing her part Lieutenant 
(jg) J. C. Ford spoke for all the four-piper destroyer sailors of that difficult time when he 
logged: 

"As usual we're out to sea 

With no land near to form a lee, 

We once were young—we'll soon be old 



 

 

On this neutrality patrol 

The North Atlantic's rough as heck 

We small ships get it in the neck. 

The wind's northwest—an awful roar, 

The mercury’s down and going lower." 

and after noting course, speed, and boilers, he philosophized: 

"A few more days and port we'll log 

If we don't get held up by fog 

And then we all will go ashore 

'To rest up for patrol some more. 

So Happy New Year all you lugs, 

You alcoholic jitter bugs; 

Just keep in mind that we feel swell 

While your heads ache to heat all hell!" 

And another destroyer sailor, Ensign L. H. Carlson in the USS Nelson, flagship of Captain 
A. C. Murdaugh, Commander Destroyer Squadron 17, so near and yet so far from New 
York city, faithfully recorded: 

"We anchored out in Gravesend Bay 

The air is cold, the night is gray. 

CDS 17 lies in his sack, 

Weary and tired but glad to be back; 

When the colors go up at break of day 

He'll probably still he SOPA… 

Our Nellies' head is strong and true (320°) 

A Happy New Year from me to you." 



 

 

The impact of the war shows through the light-hearted efforts to liven up the first watch. 
The USS Marblehead, for example, on New Year's day in 1940 was on the China Station, 
and Lieutenant (jg) K. B. Smith got off a carefree verse: 

"Neither of our chains are under hack, 

Both being out with plenty of slack; 

But let the temperature go way below 

Let the rains come and the typhoon blow; 

For what care we if we could only be 

Forever in the Whangpoo, many miles from sea." 

This of course was not to be, as we all now know. A year later she was peacefully 
enjoying New Year's in Manila Bay, and Ensign R. E. Fahnestock entered 
philosophically: 

"Yet in Manila Bay in berth Cast-8 

We seem to be anchored in a world without hate; 

The night filled with sound but yet without strife, 

On Blackhawk and Pacos and Asheville nearby 

Are officers with the duty even as I; 

They're thinking as we are of dancing and beer, 

And muttering gloomily, Happy New Year." 

Less than a year later, the war in the Pacific began, and on January 1, 1942, Lieutenant 
Commander N. B. Van Bergen entered in the log: 

"Steaming darkened in the Timor Sea, 

With all eyes peeled for the Japanese; 

At one-oh-five the rains began, 

The sleepers grabbed their beds and ran, 

And the ship abandoned the zig-zag plan." 

The ship's company of the Marblehead could not, of course, foresee the entry that Van 
Bergen would place over his signature only a month later: 



 

 

"4 February 1942: 1027 Received two direct bomb hits—and one near miss exploded 
underwater close aboard—ship settling down by the head." 

And again on the next day: 

"Steering with the engines—continuous pumping and bailing with bucket brigades 
necessary throughout the night and ensuing day." 

The Marblehead's recovery from this nearly mortal battle damage and her return under 
jury rig to the United States, halfway around the world, provided one of the most inspiring 

stories of the war. Two years later the Marblehead, back in commission, logged the first 
watch of 1944 as Lieutenant R. B. G. Creecy spoke of the ship: 

"Oh, we sail the South Atlantic 

Where the Fourth Fled rules supreme 

But it's not so damned romantic 

As some would have it seem, 

We welcome in a New Year 

That we hope will end the war; 

So here's to all hands, 'Good Cheer' 

For nineteen forty-four." 

During the war our far deployed ships came into port whenever they could for New Year's 
day, but often these were not places which the ship's company would regard as good 
liberty ports. The Detroit put on a cheerful front in Iliuliuk Bay, Unalaska Island, with 
Lieutenant D. C. Goodrich saying: 

"So out went the old and in carne the new 

And we stood and froze as we always do; 

And we'll pray for a fight and the end of the war, 

As we usher in nineteen forty-four." 

Gloom pervaded the watch of the USS Quincy even though they were lucky enough to be 
in New York City. For anyone with memories of a wet winter's night on a big city 

waterfront, Lieutenant (jg) A. E. Hohn's words carry a vivid picture: 

"The great cruiser Quincy, nine lines to her side 



 

 

Lies quietly sleeping and riding the tide; 

The rain drizzles mournfully, the hour black and late, 

To port looms the vast bulk of Pier 88." 

More often than not the ships were underway on New Year's eve during the war years, 
and the busy at-sea watch kept things in a more cheerful mood. In the USS Alabama, a 
cheerful spirit prevailed as Lieutenant E. R. Blair, Jr., wrote up his watch in a very 
thorough fashion: 

"In a holiday mood on the tropic sea 

We're steaming for Pearl in thirty-point-three; 

The ships are disposed in formation three Love. 

Appropriate surely a full moon's above. 

Both axis and course are nought-seven-seven 

The zigzag's two-five, not a watchstander's heaven— 

Yoke's the condition in doors and hatches 

And III the gun watch dozing in snatches; 

Our protection we hope from a Nip submarine, 

Lies in Oakland, Brown, and Cowell in a forward bent screen." 

Then with a thought for the reviewing authority in Washington, perhaps to insure the log 
wouldn't bounce: 

"Happy New Year, gentle reader, 

At your desk in the Bureau 

From your colleagues who've fought 

In Nauro and Majuro." 

A certain amount of resignation to a sober New Year's eve was clearly foremost in the 
mind of Lieutenant R. F. Harrison underway in the USS Ticonderoga, when he wrote: 

"With little hilarity and practically no jive 

We here on the bridge ushered in '45; 

No wine, no women, no night club, no song, 



 

 

Nothing but water as we go along." 

A typical mixture of humor and fighting spirit shines through many of the logs of the war 
days. The USS South Dakota was underway on January 1,1945, and Lieutenant J. C. 
Hill, II, had the mid watch. He paid tribute to the engineers as follows: 

"At forty after one o'clock 

The engineers made known 

Their need to start the New Year clean 

And so the tubes were blown." 

And typical of the fighting pitch of the task force: 

"Came Admiral Halsey on the air 

His words they rang out crying 

The best of everything to come 

And keep the bastards dying." 

Inevitably the log must end and be signed. Finding a suitable graceful phrase must have 
taken much consultation between the OOD, the quartermaster, bosun's mate, and 
messenger of the watch over countless cups of coffee. The agony of this final 
composition might be inferred from Lieutenant (jg) W. H. Shea's entry in the log of the 
USS Trever: 

"At four o'clock on this mid watch 

I close the log and sign; 

And hope that in the years to come 

Others will write it—not I." 

The ending, of course, was always a good place to get in the season's greetings. 
Lieutenant R. P. Axten wrote in the log of the USS Texas, in 1944: 

"Our Captain has wished us the best of the Season 

A sentiment all hands return with good reason; 

There's no dancing, imbibing, or revelry here, 

We're right on the job but we're all of good cheer, 

And we join with our loved ones in a prayer sincere 



 

 

For a happy, successful, victorious New Year." 

Sometimes the ending could be direct and businesslike while others managed to include 
even their signatures as in this record from the USS Chaumont: 

"The weather is clear and the starlight is bright 

The breeze from the north is steady and light; 

Bringing the year in with a midwatch may rankle, 

But Happy New Year says 

S. R. Frankel (Lt. (jg) USN)" 

And again, the JO's qualms about the Old Man's reaction on seeing the sacrosanct log 
treated in such informal fashion was expressed neatly by Lieutenant (jg) A. W. Dinwiddie 
in the USS Tuscaloosa: 

"And so, a Happy New Year All, 

No more we hear the whistle, 

But if its noise reached Washington, 

I doubt if ever this'll." 

Having survived the long midwatch and struggled through his log, Ensign D. Kraushaar in 
the USS Watts spoke for generations of watch standers, and perhaps unwittingly also for 
his friends just returning from all night revelry, when he closed his log by saying: 

"But with license poetically I'll say here 

I'm grateful New Year's comes but once a year!" 

  

TAPS -- I N MEMORIAM 
 

 
We have become aware that the following individuals (previously not reported) have 
passed away since our Nashville reunion. 
 
 



 

 

 
Richard F. Althaus  -- Dick was a GM3 who served on board in 1955 and 1956. 
 
Warren P. Alwine -- Paul was a PN2 who served on board from 1962 thru 1965. 
 

                                                                 
 
Wilfredo V. Arcilla -- Wilfredo was a TN who served on board from 1962 thru 1964. 
 

                                                       
 
Philip A. Butera -- Phil was an MM2 who served on board from 1960 thru 1963.  He 
retired as a CPO. 
 
Paul J. Hastings -- John was a BT2  who served on board from 1960 thru 1964. 
 



 

 

Michael C. Henry -- Mike was a LCDR and our Executive Officer who served on board 
from 1968 thru 1969. 

                                                        
 
Russell A. Hubbard -- Russell was an MM1 who served on board from 1942 thru 1945.  
He was a WWII Plank Owner. 
 

                                                     
 
Walter D. Jacobsen -- Jake was an EM2 who served on board from 1953 thru 1954. 
 

                                                       



 

 

 
Donald G. Killingsworth -- Donald was a Seaman Apprentice who served on board from  
1952 thru 1954 
 

                                                                   
 
Jack C. Killough -- Jack was a GM3 and a Korean War plank owner who served on 
board from 1951 thru 1953.   
 

                                              
 
Donald E. Kittson -- Donald was a GM3 who served on board from 1952 thru 1957. 
 

                                                



 

 

 
Philip N. Mandel -- Phil was a LTJG who served on board from 1957 thru 1959. He 
retired as a Captain (USNR) and as a Captain for Trans World Airline s (TWA).    
                   
                                         

                                                      

Jud S. McDannold --  Jud was an ET1 and a part of the DESRON flag allowance.  He 
served on board for periods in both 1943 and 1945.  

Donnnie E. Mungai -- Donnie was an IC3 who served on board in 1963. 

Morgan G. Osborne -- George was an SH1 who served on board from 1960 thru 1962. 

                            

 

 

 



 

 

Donald J. Patrick -- Pat was an RD3 who served on board from 1953 thru 1956. 

                          

James L. Patterson -- Pat was an MM3 who served on board from 1964 thru 1967.   

                        

Alexander M. Runowicz -- Alexander was an SN (Disbursing Clerk) who served on board 
from 1967 thru 1969.   

Lloyd E. Stanley  -- Lloyd was a GM2 who served on board from 1956 thru 1963.  He 
retired as a CPO. 

Cecil E. West -- Cecil was an MM2 who served on board from 1958 thru 1961. 

                            



 

 

John H. Westlund  -- John was an RD1 who served on board from 1951 thru 1955.  He 
was a Korean War Plank Owner. 

                               

                                 
MISSING IN ACTION 

There are several Taylor sailors for whom we used to have contact information on but 
who have now dropped out of our sight.  If anyone has any new contact information or 
knows something that happened to them please pass it on to us. 
 
Thomas E. Anderson -- Thomas was an MM3 and was on board from 1964 until 1969.  His last 
 known address is in St. Petersburg, FL. 
Carl Augusta -- Carl was a GM3(T) and was on board from 1943-1945. 
Donald A. Ballard -- Donald was an STG2 and was aboard from 1962-1964 
John D. Deardorff -- John served onboard during 1956.  His last known address is in Panama 
 City, FL. 
Gerald P. Kelsh -- Gerry was a LTJG who served on board from 1956 - 1958.  His last known 
 address is in Springtown, PA  
Lester Marney -- Lester was a BT3 who served on board from 1958 - 1960.  His last known 
 address is in Tehachapi, CA. 
Billy W. McCuiston -- Bill was an E4 who served on board from 1953-1955.  His last known 
 address is in Marietta, GA. 
Jimmie D. Mclemore -- Jim was an ET2 on board from 1952-1954.  His last known address is in 
 Livingston, TX. 



 

 

Ronald K. Miyata --  Ronald was a SA who served on board in 1966.  His last known address is n 
 West Covina, CA. 
Norman L. Rice -- Norman was a BM3 who served on board in 1963.  His last known address 
 was in Lemon Grove, CA. 
Clifford H. Santiago -- Cliff was an SM1 who served on board from 1961-1964.  His last known 
 address is in Chula Vista, CA. 
Donald L. Underwood -- Donald was a QM3 who served on board from 1954 thru 1956.  His 
 last known address is in Deming, NM. 
Charles Cameron VanWye  -- "Little Bit" was a  seaman and Korean War Plank Owner who 
 served on board from 1951 thru 1953.  His last known address is in Riverbank, CA. 
Sidney J. Wallace -- Sid was an FC1 who served on board from 1942 thru 1946.  He is a Plank 
 Owner whose last address was in Bakersfield, CA.  



 

 

                                                  

 

                                            

                                



 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


