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We are publishing the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) Reunion Association Newsletter as a 
forum for disseminating information concerning the activities of the Reunion Association 
and its members particularly as it relates to reunions as well as the maintenance of a 
high level of interest in the history of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) and the men who 
served on her.   
 
We encourage and welcome  informational contributions, including articles, from 
members at any time.  No political commentary, please.  When we started doing 
NEWSLETTERS, a few years ago, we didn't know how much material we would have 
and, therefore, how long we could keep sending out NEWSLETTERS.  Please consider 
contributing an article, topic, discussion point -- or whatever -- because we are in danger 
of running out of material.  Please submit comments, inquiries, or possible contributions 
to Ms. Dorothy Davis at shipsahoy16@gmail.com.   
 
 
We originally scheduled this edition of the NEWSLETTER to go out in May of 2021 but 
have delayed sending it out for one month, until mid-June, because we have been 
focusing our efforts on getting our new website https://usstaylor468.org/  activated and 
we want to give it a proper introduction. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

2021 REUNION CANCELED  
 

 
 
In our May 2020 edition we reported that in reaction to the COVID 19 pandemic we had 
rescheduled our reunion by one year, now to go from 26 August thru 30 August, 2021.   
Then, In our August 2020 edition, we reported that we would make a final go/no go 
decision as to having a 2021 reunion in November.  Based on feedback from members 
and on our extrapolations of the COVID 19 situation we notified the Best Western 
Premier, Central Hotel and Conference Center, in October of last year that we are 
canceling our 2021 reunion.  We are sitting out the current COVID-19 situation, although 
one could argue that the vaccination situation is looking very favorable right now.  Our 
contract with the Central Hotel more or less forced us to make a final decision earlier 
than we would have liked.  There was just too much penalty money at risk.   
  

FUTURE REUNIONS 
 
We have received full refunds of all deposits and have funds to apply to a future reunion.   
In the long term we are looking to merge with Tin Can Sailors (TCS)  
http://www.destroyers.org/.  This is the approach that our members have been informally 



 

 

discussing over the last few years.  In the meantime, while we are talking to TCS, 
however, we will revisit the possibility of scheduling an August 2022 reunion  at the same 
hotel in Harrisburg, with the same basic schedule as what we had previously planned.  
There is no guarantee that we can do that -- negotiations may have to start from scratch 
and end up not working out.  Our backup would be to try Norfolk, VA  where we have 
accomplished much of the preliminary research.  We had previously lined up everything 
In Norfolk but the hotel -- very little interest at that time (2018/2019) in hosting our 
reunion.  If members have other approaches to future reunions (and responsibilities) that 
they would like to put forward please send an email to shipsahoy16 @gmail.com.   
 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

 
 

 
In the early morning darkness of July 18th, 1965, The USS Frank Knox (DDR-742) 
returning from combat operations off the coast of Vietnam ran aground on Pratas Reef in 
the South China Sea. For the next 38 days, the officers and men of this destroyer, 
supported by salvage teams and assisting ships from the Pacific Fleet, worked against 
the clock to save their wounded ship.  They battled a monstrous typhoon and solved an 
endless string of engineering challenges to achieve what Pacific Stars and Stripes called 
"the greatest salvage operation ever attempted in the Pacific."  It was a maritime disaster 
that became part of naval mythology. 



 

 

 
In this first-hand account, retired U.S. Navy Commander Lionel F. Price, the junior officer 
on watch at the time of the incident, documents the harrowing story of the grounding and 
salvage.  This historical account describes life aboard a 1960s warship, with exotic ports 
of call across the Pacific and battle action in the early days of the Vietnam escalation.  
The book delivers expert analysis of the events that led up to the grounding, supported 
by extensive research and official documents secured under the Freedom of Information 
Act.  Frankie Maru is both military history and personal memoir, a window into world 
events of the 1960s.  Frankie Maru offers the definitive study of events that led to the 
grounding, why it happened, and the leadership lessons that are relevant today. 
 
Frankie Maru will never be a "best seller", but it is a must read for any student of military 
history who has ever stood a bridge watch on, or helped to navigate, a destroyer.  As 
you skim through the 200+ pages of court of inquiry testimony presented, if you have 
stood bridge watches, you may find your reading enjoyment centered less around the 
drama of the situation than in wondering how you would have reacted to the 
circumstances, sights, sounds, and information that the Knox's bridge watch was 
experiencing.  Could you have anticipated that the ship's senior Quartermaster (who was 
demoted to SN and proscribed from the QM career field after his court martial) was 
getting his fixes off of the Dead Reckoning Tracer (DRT) and displaying them as being 
from Loran and was afraid to confront leadership with his feelings that the Loran receiver 
was not working properly?  How would you react to having a Commanding Officer who 
was so critical of his officers that the Executive officer asked him not to take his meals in 
the Wardroom -- and he didn't?  How would you react to having every thought in your 
head, every syllable you uttered, while on watch questioned by attorneys and senior 
officers during an inquiry?  This book has a lot more "what ifs" to ponder than this 
NEWSLETTER can address.  Truth is stranger than fiction and  what happened on the 
Knox cannot be dismissed as simply "lessons learned".         
 



 

 

Many of our active USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) Reunion Association members served in 
Navigation and will appreciate the finer points at issue better than most.  We should be 
thankful that, when transiting the South China Sea on the Taylor, we were extra vigilant  
because we knew that Pratas Reef was out there and we didn't want to end up on it.  We 
also didn't want to have to suffer the indignity of having a popular mixed drink, such as a 
"Knox on the Rocks"  named in honor of something stupid we did.                                                                               

                                     
UPDATES FROM MEMBERS 

  

 
Charlie Denayer, SM2 60-62 writes to remind  us that he received a perfect mark of 10 
for a dive he made off the bridge in Hong Kong.  He also had to do some extra "haze 
gray" for a trip by water back to the Taylor at B24 with Singer (John R. Singer, QM3 58-
62) and Garrett (Bobby C. Garrett, SM2 58-62, d. 2015).  That's why his wife of 56 years 
has him doing lots of painting.  He is looking to contact anyone else that may still be 
around.  He still plays slow pitch ball out of K.C. MO.  The largest league in the USA.  He 
just built a new house on a golf course. No more painting.  He is a Senior Golf Lookout. 
 
Richard McKenzie, MM3 63-66 , emailed to express his sadness at the passing of Jim  
Patterson, MM3 64-67 from complications due to cancer and kidney disease.  After 
getting out of the Navy Jim looked him up in Denver.  He was a great friend for almost 55 
years and will be missed.   
 
RADM William A. Retz, LTJG 63-65, emailed to suggest that we consider using ZOOM 
video conferencing software as a method for having virtual reunions.  We nay need 
some hand holding, however -- perhaps after we are all vaccinated.  Any volunteers to 
help coordinate this?  To participate??  
 
Jay Titsworh, LTJG 62-65 writes to suggest looking at the recently released video of 
Felix Baumgartner plummeting to earth from 24 miles up.  We have found a copy at this 



 

 

web site.  https://earthsky.org/human-world/full-video-of-felix-baumgartners-supersonic-
leap-from-24-miles-up  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYw4meRWGd4.    
    

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Kipp Fisher, son of Clifford H. Fisher, QM3, 45-46 joins us from Everett, WA. 

 
WEB SITE 

 
MODERNIZATION -- More than ten years ago Otto Zipf brought the USS Taylor Reunion 
Association from tabletop scrapbooks to the Internet.  A decade is an Internet eternity, 
and our web site (like the rest of us) had begun to show signs of aging.  Now, after two 
years of work, our web site has caught up with today’s Internet, and will be compatible 
with Internet technology for years to come. 
 
As many of you may have noticed, we have retired the original site and recently replaced 
it with a fresh new one. The URL (Internet address) is still the same:  
 www.usstaylor468.org.  But the look, feel and content has an exciting new energy.  
 
The site is set up in two major sections:  The ship’s history from World War II to Vietnam, 
and “Taylor Sailors”.  Each section is really its own web site, packed with content and 
features. The new USS Taylor web site will certainly be the foremost authority on our 
ship and those who served aboard. 
 
All known USS Taylor cruisebooks are presented in realistic “flipbook” format that allows 
you to actually turn the pages. The Directory and Message Board have been redesigned 
to be more useful and easier to use for anyone wishing to reconnect with old shipmates. 
And the pictures have been painstakingly upgraded to high resolution and much better 
quality. 
 



 

 

Because the site contains so much, there is still some work to do.  Your input is 
welcomed in spotting errors, so we can add them to a “punch list” of corrections to be 
made.  One remaining task is photo captions.  For now, many temporary photo captions 
will appear if you move your mouse over the picture. But there are still many photos 
without captions, and quite a few unidentified Taylor Sailors. You can help by identifying 
shipmates in photos that don’t already do so. 
 
Please spend some time looking over the new USS Taylor web site, and let us know 
what you think. It’s all about your ship, and your story. 
 

 
 
 



 

 

ORAL HISTORIES -- Our web site https://usstaylor468.org/ has added a link to oral 
histories.  So far we have four entries, and are looking for more contributions.  If you 
would like to add your memories please contact Bob Cashin at rlcashin@verizon.net.  He 
will send you a small digital handheld recorder with instructions in a package enclosing a 
postpaid return mailer. 
 
MESSAGE BOARD -- We created the new Message Board while the old one was still 
open.  If you have recently posted a message, therefore, it might not be displayed on the 
new web site.  The easiest fix is for the originator to simply re-enter the post. 
 
DIRECTORY --  We have published our 2018 hard copy membership directory.  All those 
who attended the 2018 reunion have received a copy (one per family, however).  All our  
members with internet can access the new online directory at   
https://sailors.usstaylor468.org/uss-taylor-directory/   The Directory is password 
protected.  Psst psst, the password is pineapplefleet  TOP SECRET NOFORN.   Please 
take some time to review your information in the online directory and send any changes 
or updates to Dorothy Davis or Jim O'Neill via our personal email, the website email, or a 
contact form.  One good feature of the new website is that we, but not each member, can 
now do updates ourselves without waiting (up to 2 years) for the next contractor update 
cycle.  We are not planning on preparing a hard copy directory for our next reunion.  Our 
next reunion will probably be our last as a stand-alone ship group and we need to start 
conserving our finances as we shift emphasis from conducting reunions to establishing 
the legacy of the Taylor for future generations.   
 
WEB DEVELOPERS -- We are extremely lucky to have had a very strong team of web 
development and graphic designers, Florrie and Larry, leading us through this upgrade.   
Florence Everett (or Florrie) worked on our former web page and attended our reunion in 
San Diego, CA.  Here is some information we purloined from her business web page:  
 



 

 

                                                      
 

Florence Everett, President of Everett Design, is a talented and experienced graphic 
design/brand strategist. The firm, founded in 1975, provides high-end brand, web and 
graphic design services to national corporations and institutions, as well as startups and 
small businesses. 

Known as Florrie, her design and brand/web expertise covers a wide range of projects: 
recent web launch for Jeanne McWilliams Blasberg, author of award winning fiction; 
design of the Aquidneck Land Trust, the land conservation organization on Aquidneck 
Island In Rhode Island with its partner site, FarmLink, which oversees the available 
farmland on Aquidneck Island; and design and digital services for Party in the Park and 
the Olmsted Tree Society to raise funds to protect and restore trees in the Emerald 
Necklace under the stewardship of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy. 

Additional brand/web projects include: Emerald Necklace Conservancy; Friends of 
Fairsted which supports the Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site; ecommerce 
site for USA  made jeans; the Esplanade Association; Beacon Hill Womens Forum; a 
high-end interior design firm; Boston-based event planner; Washington DC based Mohs 
surgeon; Newport-based Classical Pilates Studio. Brand/print design services for leading 
organizations including Dana-Farber Cancer Institute; Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center; Research Laboratory of Electronics at MIT; Tuck School of Business and 
Dartmouth College. 



 

 

Florrie began her career in Boston with Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc. an international 
advertising agency with headquarters in New York.  She earned a BFA with Honors from 
Manhattanville College and continued her art studies at Dartmouth College and Rhode 
Island School of Design.  Ms. Everett divides her time between Boston, MA and 
Newport, RI.  Over 35 years in the Boston community, she has donated design and 
marketing services for many of Boston’s nonprofit organizations in support of their 
fundraising events. 

She is a former Board member of the Museum Council at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston and past chair of their annual gala; The Archives of American Art, Boston 
Chapter; Hill House Community Center on Beacon Hill and Beacon Hill Womens Forum 
where she is a founding Board member.  She donates her time in Newport to the Hope 
Funds for Cancer Research and to the Bridgewater Sustainable Earth Foundation in 
Bridgewater, VT. 

An enthusiastic golfer, Florrie has been actively involved as a volunteer in national 
USGA and PGA tournaments.  She also enjoys painting, photography and other fine art 
pursuits, skiing, skating, long walks, and reading about the Knights Templar. 

For the USS Taylor project Florrie is assisted by Larry Zevon , founder of Zevon Media.   

 

                                               
 
 Lawrence Zevon has over 25 years experience in web development.  Larry started by 
building websites for the US Navy and some of the very first commercial websites in the 



 

 

world.  He has built websites that have won ‘Top 5%’ awards (top 5% in the world), ‘Best 
of the Web’ awards (Forbes Magazine) and have helped business of all sizes reach and 
exceed their goals.   
 
Established in 2009, Zevon Media has combined artistic and technical talent with real-
world experience and expertise which has allowed Zevon Media to help companies and 
organizations of all sizes affordably reach or exceed their website performance and 
digital marketing goals.         
                                                                                            
 
                                                    

                                                     
 
 
                                                      
 

                                                 
 
 
And, of course, none of this would be possible without the enthusistic backing of Paul 
Katz and all the time, effort and dedication of Bob Cashin.  

 
 
 



 

 

PURCHASE FLAG REPLICA 
 

+ 

                                             
 
 
Bob Cashin is offering to produce a photographic replica of our WWII flag for any member 
interested.  The photo is 16" X 12" -- the frame makes it  a few inches larger on each side --  and 
is the same as the one we auctioned off at the Colorado Springs Reunion.  The cost is $130 
payable to Robert L. Cashin.  This is the same price as the auction price.  Any excess over the 
cost to produce and ship the replica is a donation to the reunion association.       

 
*HISTORICAL PHOTOS 

 
We are always looking for photos documenting the History of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-

468) and those who served on her.  Indeed, many people have already shared their 

photos and we have them on file.  We believe that William Edgar, WT3 43-46 took this 

photo which his son, Michael, provided to us.  Clearly this shows some of the throng of 

reporters that the Taylor taxied to the Japanese surrender ceremony.  We have added a 

photo of the actual instrument of surrender.                                                                         

                                         



 

 

    
 

 
 



 

 

LIFE STORY 

              

Lawrence Youngman, left, and Bill Billotte both covered World War II for The World-Herald — 
Youngman in Europe, Billotte in the Pacific. In this October 1945 photo, they are comparing 
their experiences 

Bill  Billotte who hitched a ride to the USS Missouri on the USS Taylor provided the 
following acount of what transpired that day.  He spent 43 years as a reporter at the 
Omaha World-Herald, retiring in 1975.  He died in 1997. 

The sky over Tokyo Bay was slate gray on that early Sunday morning of Sept. 2, 1945, 
as the USS Taylor, a battered destroyer, knifed its way toward the battleship Missouri. 

The Taylor had been selected to carry war correspondents to the surrender ceremony 
because of its proud battle record, printed in bright red and white paint on the bridge. 

A veteran of the fighting in the Pacific, the Taylor had sunk two submarines, one 
destroyer, one gunboat and one cruiser, and had taken part in 11 island bombardments. 

As you studied her combat record, you realized again that those who most deserved to 
be on their way to the unconditional surrender of the Japanese were not present — the 



 

 

thousands who were buried at sea, who were killed in the air and who had died on the 
battlefield. 

Subic, a little yellow mongrel a couple of Taylor crew members had picked up seven 
months before at Subic Bay in the Philippines and smuggled aboard, added to the 
excitement when he singled out a correspondent of the Japanese News Agency Domei 
and snapped at his leg. 

Once aboard the Missouri, all correspondents were assigned to specific places from 
which to view the ceremony and instructed not to leave them. 

A Russian photographer was soon violating the order, as he switched positions several 
times before the ceremony started.  Warned to stay in his assigned position, he 
continued to roam the deck. 

The activity of the wandering Russian came to an abrupt halt when a sailor delivered a 
message from Capt. S.S. Murray, skipper of the Missouri: “Maintain your position, or you 
will be pitched over the side.” 

The Japanese delegation arrived aboard a launch.  In the military atmosphere, the top 
hat and formal attire of Foreign Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu seemed strangely out of 
place. 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur kept the Japanese waiting 20 minutes before he made his 
appearance. In striking contrast with the brilliant uniforms of most of the Allied 
representatives, he wore khakis.  He had on his battered gilt-trimmed cap, and his shirt 
was open at the throat. 

Then, all aboard stood with heads bared, as a chaplain opened the ceremony with a 
prayer of thanks that the war had ended. 

Standing behind MacArthur was bone-thin Lt. Gen. Jonathan M. Wainwright, who had 
commanded the U.S. forces at Bataan and Corregidor. 



 

 

Wainwright told correspondents after he had been released from a Japanese prison 
camp a few days earlier that during his long time in captivity he had considered himself a 
failure. 

Tears came to his eyes when the correspondents told him he was regarded as a national 
hero back home, and they gave him the only standing ovation that I saw in the Pacific 
during the war. 

Beside him was Lt. Gen. Sir Arthur Percival of Britain, who was captured by the 
Japanese in the fall of Singapore early in the war. 

Foreign Minister Shigemitsu was the first to sign the surrender document. He doffed his 
top hat and nervously fingered his fountain pen before he firmly signed the two copies, 
one for Japan and the other for the Allies. 

Gen. Yoshi Jiro Umezu of the Imperial staff, also seeming to be nervous, signed 
hurriedly and stepped aside.  A Japanese colonel wiped his eyes. 

The surrender marked the first defeat in Japan’s 2,600-year history. 

After the Japanese, Gen. MacArthur, as supreme Allied commander, signed on behalf of 
all the victorious powers.  He used five pens in making his signatures and then called for 
Wainwright and Percival to step forward. He presented each with a pen. 

The United Kingdom’s signature by Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser was followed by that of the 
Soviet Union, represented by Lt. Gen. Kuzma Derevyanko. 

And then, as more than 100 high-ranking Allied military and naval officers watched, 
representatives of Australia, Canada, France, the Netherlands and New Zealand signed 
in that order. 



 

 

There was a momentary delay as Col. L. Moore Cosgrave of Canada, a favorite among 
correspondents, signed on the wrong line and was called back. It didn’t bother the good-
natured colonel. 

Later, he cracked: “They may forget some of those names on the surrender, but they’ll 
never forget the bloke from Canada who signed on the wrong line.” 

All through the dramatic half-hour, only those aboard knew of what was transpiring, 
because the Missouri had no broadcasting facilities. 

Johnny Jones of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and I were stationed on B deck along with 
several naval officers directly over the surrender table. 

To the landward side of the Missouri were the bomb-blackened ruins of Tokyo, still out of 
bounds to the occupying troops. 

On either side of the battleship, as far as the eye could see, were the U.S. Navy’s ships 
— the ships that conquered the Pacific after the disaster at Pearl Harbor. 

On the starboard side of the Missouri was the battleship Iowa; on the port side the South 
Dakota. On their decks were sailors of every state. 

After the final signature, MacArthur, with a decisive sweep of his arm, said: “These 
proceedings are closed.” 

And then it happened. 

As if by command, the sun broke through clouds and illuminated the decks of the 
Missouri.  Then, from out to sea, came the drone of powerful engines as squadrons of 
heavy bombers flew over, followed by waves of fighters. 



 

 

I glanced at an officer near me, who was wearing the wings of a Navy pilot on his tunic, 
as he gazed at the air armada that almost blacked out the sun.  His vision must have 
been blurred by the tears trickling down his cheek. 

That afternoon Gen. MacArthur had a message for his countrymen: 

“Today the guns are silent. A great tragedy has ended.  A great victory has been won.  I 
speak for the thousands of silent lips, forever stilled among the jungles and the beaches 
and the deep waters of the Pacific which marked the way. 

“As I looked back on the long tortuous trail from those grim days of Bataan and 
Corregidor, when an entire world lived in fear, when democracy was on the defensive 
everywhere, when modern civilization trembled in the balance, I thank a merciful God 
that He has given us the faith, the courage and the power from which to mold victory.” 

And then, apparently thinking of the atomic bomb that hastened Japan’s decision to 
surrender, he warned that war had become so utterly destructive that unless an 
equitable system of peace was devised, “Armageddon will be at our door.” 

 
World-Herald reporter Bill Billotte during World War II. 

 
 



 

 

TAPS -- I N MEMORIAM 
 
We have become aware that the following individuals (previously not reported) have 
passed away since our Nashville reunion. 
 
Bobbie E. Campbell -- Bobbie was a QM3 who served on board from 1955-1957. 
 
Harley E. Cleek -- Harley was a DC3 who served on board from 1956 thru 1959.  He had 
a 22 year Naval career. 
 

                                                                        
 
Theodore G. Gennuso -- Ted was an EM1 who served on board from 1957 thru 1958.   
 

                                                  
 
 



 

 

Thomas  L. Hoffner -- Tom was an SH3 who served on board from 1962 thru 1966.   
 

                                                 
 
Harold L. Kaufman -- Hal was a SA who  served on board in 1955. 
 

                                               
                                                     
William W. Rodrigues -- Bill was a GM3 who served on board in 1963. 
 
Gerald F. Sauber -- Jerry was a BT3 who served on board from 1951 thru 1953.  He was 
a Korean War Plank Owner. 
 

                                                                    



 

 

And maybe enough time has passed so that  we can find it in us to have a silent toast  
to:    

CDR Hiromu Tokugawa (1916 - 1943) -- Killed in action in the aftermath of the battle of 
Kula Gulf after his submarine (RO-101) was shot at by the USS Taylor.   Body was given 
a burial at sea by the captain of his ship.  Memorialized in Yanaka Cemetery, Tokyo 
Japan (#213834385).    

MISSING IN ACTION 

There are several Taylor sailors for whom we used to have contact information on but 
who have now dropped out of our sight.  If anyone has any new contact information or 
knows something that happened to them please pass it on to us. 
 
Thomas E. Anderson -- Thomas was an MM3 and was on board from 1964 until 1969.  His last 
 known address is in St. Petersburg, FL. 
Carl Augusta -- Carl was a GM3(T) and was on board from 1943-1945. 
Donald A. Ballard -- Donald was an STG2 and was aboard from 1962-1964 
John D. Deardorff -- John served onboard during 1956.  His last known address is in Panama 
 City, FL. 
Gerald P. Kelsh -- Gerry was a LTJG who served on board from 1956 - 1958.  His last known 
 address is in Springtown, PA  
Lester Marney -- Lester was a BT3 who served on board from 1958 - 1960.  His last known 
 address is in Tehachapi, CA. 
Billy W. McCuiston -- Bill was an E4 who served on board from 1953-1955.  His last known 
 address is in Marietta, GA. 
Jimmie D. Mclemore -- Jim was an ET2 on board from 1952-1954.  His last known address is in 
 Livingston, TX. 
Ronald K. Miyata --  Ronald was a SA who served on board in 1966.  His last known address is n 
 West Covina, CA. 
Norman L. Rice -- Norman was a BM3 who served on board in 1963.  His last known address 
 was in Lemon Grove, CA. 



 

 

Clifford H. Santiago -- Cliff was an SM1 who served on board from 1961-1964.  His last known 
 address is in Chula Vista, CA. 
Donald L. Underwood -- Donald was a QM3 who served on board from 1954 thru 1956.  His 
 last known address is in Deming, NM. 
Charles Cameron VanWye  -- "Little Bit" was a  seaman and Korean War Plank Owner who 
 served on board from 1951 thru 1953.  His last known address is in Riverbank, CA. 
Sidney J. Wallace -- Sid was an FC1 who served on board from 1942 thru 1946.  He is a Plank 
 Owner whose last address was in Bakersfield, CA.  



 

 

                                                  

                                           
                                       

    

                                                          

                                                                                           


