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We are publishing the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) Reunion Association Newsletter as a 

forum for disseminating information concerning the activities of the Reunion Association 

and its members particularly as it relates to reunions as well as the maintenance of a 

high level of interest in the history of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) and the men who 

served on her.   

 

We encourage and welcome  informational contributions, including articles, from 

members at any time.  No political commentary, please.  When we started doing 

NEWSLETTERS, a few years ago, we didn't know how much material we would have 

and, therefore, how long we could keep sending out NEWSLETTERS.  Please consider 

contributing an article, topic, discussion point -- or whatever -- because we are in danger 

of running out of material.  Please submit comments, inquiries, or possible contributions 

to Ms. Dorothy Davis at shipsahoy16@gmail.com.   

 

  

2022 REUNION & BEYOND 

 

 In the long term we are looking to merge with Tin Can Sailors (TCS)  

http://www.destroyers.org/.  This is the approach that our members have been informally 



 

 

discussing over the last few years.  For our 2022 reunion, we received a proposal from 

the Best Western Premier, the Central Hotel and Conference Center in Harrisburg, PA.   

Unfortunately, we could not get anything near the same deal that the Central Hotel had 

agreed to previously for a 2020 or a 2021 reunion.  Having already done, what we 

consider, due diligence  by inspecting other hotels in the Hershey-Harrisburg area, we 

have moved our goal to obtaining a reunion hotel in Norfolk, VA.  Two or three years ago 

we had lined up everything In Norfolk but the hotel -- there was very little interest at that 

time (2018/2019) in hosting our reunion.  We have now asked the Norfolk Convention 

and Visitors Board (CVB), called 'Visit Norfolk",  to distribute our request for proposals 

(RFP) to help us take another shot at lining up an appropriate hotel in the Norfolk area.   

So far we have four proposals from the Norfolk area -- and at least two of them are good 

ones this time -- are expecting one more, and it appears that we will be able to negotiate 

a contract.   

 

REUNION PLANNING SCHEDULE 

 

In brief, here is our planning process: 

  

Now thru 30 Sept, 2021 -- receive proposals and complete initial evaluation.  Select 

hotels for inspection.  We receive proposals from hotels and select the ones that we 

consider to have the most value.  Statements in the proposal will eventually transition 

into statements in a legally binding contract. 

 

30 Sept 2021 thru 31 Oct 2021 -- Conduct inspection of selected hotels.  We actually 

show up and, to the best of our ability and knowledge, inspect each of the selected 

hotels.  We discuss each hotel's proposal to clarify assumptions and to get a full 

understanding of what exactly is being proposed.  During this period we normally 

interview destination management company(ies) to see what we can and cannot do with 

buses and tours.   

  



 

 

 31 Oct 2021 thru 15 Dec 2021 -- Send out reunion announcement information (snail 

mail and email).  Those who have been attending reunions will receive a sign up 

package (usually 4 pages double sided).   Those who have not been attending reunions 

will receive a postcard reminder with an email address from which they can request a 

sign up package -- saves money on postage.  We will also post the sign up information 

on our web site and shotgun an email from which members can download the signup 

package.   

 

15 Dec 2021 thru 30 days prior to reunion 2022 -- Members sign up for reunion.  Most 

hotels will not guarantee room availability at "the last minute".  That is at some point, 

usually 30 days out, the hotel releases our block of rooms and makes them available to 

the general public.   

 

30 March 2022 thru 30 April 2022 -- Hire photographer and banquet entertainment.  The 

photographer's job is to take group photos and banquet photos from which we can 

populate our web site.  Members can download photos from the web page or request 

one of us to do it and print it out.  We usually have a DJ (for dancing) or some form of 

entertainment at the banquet.  At some point we will also sign a contract with the 

selected destination management (tour) company.   

 

If members have other approaches to future reunions (and responsibilities) that they 

would like to put forward please send an email to shipsahoy16 @gmail.com.   

 

BOOK REVIEW 

 



 

 

 

Malcolm Gladwell is the author of five New York Times bestsellers — The Tipping Point, 

Blink, Outliers, What the Dog Saw, and David and Goliath.  Gladwell has been included 

in the TIME 100 Most Influential People list and touted as one of Foreign Policy’s Top 

Global Thinkers. 

In The Bomber Mafia, Malcolm Gladwell weaves together the stories of a Dutch genius 

and his homemade computer, a band of brothers in central Alabama, a British 

psychopath, and pyromaniacal chemists at Harvard to examine one of the greatest moral 

challenges in modern American history. 

  

Most military thinkers in the years leading up to World War II saw the airplane as an 

afterthought. But a small band of idealistic strategists, the “Bomber Mafia,” asked: What 

if prcision bombing could cripple the enemy and make war far less lethal?   

  

In contrast, the bombing of Tokyo on the deadliest night of the war was the brainchild of 

General Curtis LeMay, whose brutal pragmatism and scorched-earth tactics in Japan 

cost thousands of civilian lives, but may have spared even more by averting a planned 

US invasion. In The Bomber Mafia, Gladwell asks, “Was it worth it?” 

  

Things might have gone differently had LeMay’s predecessor, General Haywood 

Hansell, remained in charge. Hansell believed in precision bombing, but when he and 

Curtis LeMay squared off for a leadership handover in the jungles of Guam, LeMay 

emerged victorious, leading to the darkest night of World War II. The Bomber Mafia is a 

riveting tale of persistence, innovation, and the incalculable wages of war.  

We heard it on the grapevine -- Author, Jim Hornfischer, passed away recently at the 

age of 55.  He was a great writer of naval history and did extensive research on Navy battles.  

He was particularly noted for his authorship of the book "the Last Stand of the Tin Can Sailors".   

                                                                                       

 



 

 

UPDATES FROM MEMBERS 
 

Alan G. Brickel, RM3 59-61,  used a USS Taylor patch to make a Christmas tree 

ornament and sent along a sample.   

 

                                           
Wayne Burgess, FTGS3 67-69  suggested that we discuss the proclamation presented to the 

reunion association in 2012.  "In October of 2012, I had the privilege of attending my ship’s 

reunion in San Diego, CA. I served aboard the USS Taylor DD 468 and was deployed to 

Vietnam in the years of 1967, 1968 and 1969. At our reunion’s farewell dinner, 

representatives from NASSCO shipyard presented a proclamation to the reunion 

association. This proclamation was given on behalf of all General Dynamics shipyards as 

a way of thanking the Taylor crew members for their service."  Later in this 

NEWSLETTER we display the proclamation 

 
 

WEB SITE 

 

MODERNIZATION -- More than ten years ago Otto Zipf brought the USS Taylor Reunion 

Association from tabletop scrapbooks to the Internet.  A decade is an Internet eternity, 

and our web site (like the rest of us) had begun to show signs of aging.  Now, after two 

years of work, our web site has caught up with today’s Internet, and will be compatible 

with Internet technology for years to come. 

 



 

 

As many of you may have noticed, we have retired the original site and recently replaced 

it with a fresh new one. The URL (Internet address) is still the same:  

 www.usstaylor468.org.  But the look, feel and content has an exciting new energy.  

 

The site is set up in two major sections:  The ship’s history from World War II to Vietnam, 

and “Taylor Sailors”.  Each section is really its own web site, packed with content and 

features. The new USS Taylor web site will certainly be the foremost authority on our 

ship and those who served aboard. 

 

All known USS Taylor cruisebooks are presented in realistic “flipbook” format that allows 

you to actually turn the pages. The Directory and Message Board have been redesigned 

to be more useful and easier to use for anyone wishing to reconnect with old shipmates. 

And the pictures have been painstakingly upgraded to high resolution and much better 

quality. 

 

Because the site contains so much, there is still some work to do.  Your input is 

welcomed in spotting errors, so we can add them to a “punch list” of corrections to be 

made.  One remaining task is photo captions.  For now, many temporary photo captions 

will appear if you move your mouse over the picture. But there are still many photos 

without captions, and quite a few unidentified Taylor Sailors. You can help by identifying 

shipmates in photos that don’t already do so. 

 

Please spend some time looking over the new USS Taylor web site, and let us know 

what you think. It’s all about your ship, and your story. 

 

http://www.usstaylor468.org/


 

 

 

 

 

ORAL HISTORIES -- Our web site https://usstaylor468.org/ has added a link to oral 

histories.  So far we have four entries, and are looking for more contributions.  If you 

would like to add your memories please contact Bob Cashin at rlcashin@verizon.net.  He 

will send you a small digital handheld recorder with instructions in a package enclosing a 

postpaid return mailer. 

 

MESSAGE BOARD -- We created the new Message Board while the old one was still 

open.  If you have recently posted a message, therefore, it might not be displayed on the 

new web site.  The easiest fix is for the originator to simply re-enter the post. 

 



 

 

DIRECTORY --  We have published our 2018 hard copy membership directory.  All those 

who attended the 2018 reunion have received a copy (one per family, however).  All our  

members with internet can access the new online directory at   

https://sailors.usstaylor468.org/uss-taylor-directory/   The Directory is password 

protected.  Psst psst, the password is pineapplefleet  TOP SECRET NOFORN.   Please 

take some time to review your information in the online directory and send any changes 

or updates to Dorothy Davis or Jim O'Neill via our personal email, the website email, or a 

contact form.  One good feature of the new website is that we, but not each member, can 

now do updates ourselves without waiting (up to 2 years) for the next contractor update 

cycle.  I think that you will find the new online directory to be very flexible.  We are not 

planning on preparing a hard copy directory for our next reunion.  Our next reunion will 

probably be our last as a stand-alone ship group and we need to start conserving our 

finances as we shift emphasis from conducting reunions to establishing the legacy of the 

Taylor for future generations.                                            

 

        

PURCHASE FLAG REPLICA 

 
+ 

                                             
 
 

Bob Cashin is offering to produce a photographic replica of our WWII flag for any member 

interested.  The photo is 16" X 12" -- the frame makes it  a few inches larger on each side --  and 

is the same as the one we auctioned off at the Colorado Springs Reunion.  The cost is $130 

payable to Robert L. Cashin.  This is the same price as the auction price.  Any excess over the 

cost to produce and ship the replica is a donation to the reunion association.       



 

 

 

*HISTORICAL PHOTOS 

 

We are always looking for photos documenting the History of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-

468) and those who served on her.  Indeed, many people have already shared their 

photos and we have them on file.  Dick Schermer, LT 59-61 included these photos in a 

large collection that he shared with us a while ago.  They appear to be photos of a depth 

charge exercise of some sort.  Maybe Dick remembers and can shed some light on this.                                                                            

                                         

                              

 

 



 

 

       

 

 

SHIP STORY 

 

This is a letter that appeared a couple of years ago in the Tin Can Sailor quarterly 

periodical. 

 

Dear Editor: 

 

In previous editions of The Tin Can Sailor I have read some very interesting accounts of 

personal experiences during underway replenishment (unrep) operations.  I thought that I 

should add mine to this collection.   

 

During the USS Taylor (DD-468) 1967 deployment to WESTPAC I stood watch as OOD 

during Condition IV (independent steaming) and condition II (Modified General Quarters 

for gunfire support) and as JOOD during condition III (Wartime Cruising).  My memory of 

these times is not perfect but it seems like we were always replenishing something; either 

fuel, ammunition or stores -- sometimes all at once.  This was particularly true when we 

were firing on the gunline off the coast of Vietnam.  For example, during one particularly 

active period, we stood two section, port and starboard, watches for 40 days straight 

while doing gunfire support missions.  



 

 

 

We probably averaged an unrep of some sort every other day and during some days we 

had two unreps.  We went alongside a wide variety of Navy ships; several Aircraft 

Carriers; the Fast Combat Support Ship USS Sacramento (AOE-1) which replenished 

everything simultaneously; and an assortment of fleet oilers and logistics vessels.  On 

one oiler we could still make out the word "ESSO" hiding under a coat of haze gray. 

 

The Operations Officer, LT Mike Stout, was OOD for replenishment and was usually up 

to speed, especially during Condition II, so when the replenishment detail was called 

away relief went quickly but not perfunctorily.  If I had the watch, next came the race back 

to my stateroom to don a life jacket, followed by another race up to the refueling station 

where I, with the help of MM2 Kenneth Wescott as phone talker, was in charge of the 

refueling station (if it was a refueling), the phone line to the replenishment ship, and the 

ships band.   

 

At this point, I need to back up and explain that last item.  Earlier in the deployment LT 

Walter Kopp, the Engineering Officer, departed on emergency leave for an indefinite 

period of time.  That left me in charge of the department.  At about that time the Skipper, 

CDR James D. Taylor, decided that I needed a little more stress, so he assigned me an 

additional duty as the ship's Band Officer with responsibility to establish a ship's band 

and provide entertainment during replenishments.  He picked me, I'm sure, because I 

have the musical skills of a giraffe.  At least I thought all this at that time.     

 

I was aware of a group, mostly of electricians, who played rock and roll music in the 

evenings for their own amusement.  Not wishing to, or capable of, having tryouts for a 

musical group, I quickly deputized them as the Ship's Band.  This did not sit well with 

EMC Lawrence Hansen who thought it was an inappropriate reward to his men.  While 

conceding the point, I overruled him -- "Sorry, but I need a band, NOW!"              

 

The Ship's Band turned out to be a big success.  The members self-organized with a 

vocalist, electric guitar, drums, microphone and maybe one or two other instruments. 

What did I know?  They would eventually name themselves "The Mechanical 

Lawnmowers".  During unreps they stationed themselves back where all the action was 

and played pretty much whatever they wanted to with occasional "requests" coming from 

the bridge through me. I could see sailors on the unrep ships come out and line the rail to 

enjoy the music; even their bridge watches would be out on the wing.                 

 



 

 

I remember a refueling from an aircraft carrier, although I can't remember which one, 

when its surface search radar was causing a screechy feedback in the band's amplifier 

on each rotation past our direction.  Essentially the band was going to have to shut down 

if this continued.  In a "what the heck" moment, I told MM2 Westcott to ask whoever was 

on the other end of the phone line to turn off the surface search radar so that our band 

could play.  To my amazement, within a minute or two, the large object rotating 12 stories 

above us on another ship came to a complete stop.  Evidently carrier sailors like that kind 

of music too (better than knowing where they are?).  For a brief second I felt like the most 

powerful junior officer on earth.  How many Band Officers on a Destroyer get to do that?  

On the other hand just how big is the Destroyer Band Officer career field?  

 

Then, after a refueling it's requesting a blow down and a back-suction from the oiler to 

clear the hose, perhaps with a breakaway song by the band.  Once all lines were clear 

the Taylor executed a hard rudder turn at flank speed to break away while I raced back 

up to the bridge.   

 

The band played during all our unreps and upon entering our home port of Pearl Harbor 

although, on that occasion, the Captain gave orders that the band could play any song 

they wanted except "I'm back in the saddle again".   

 

The Mechanical Lawnmowers went on to win a local Navy talent contest in Pearl Harbor 

and competed at the next higher level in San Diego.   By that time I was on my way to the 

USS Leahy (DLG-16) going through modernization in Philadelphia Naval Shipyard.        

I understand that the Taylor had a band for the next cruise but someone else will have to 

complete that part of the story. 

 

CDR(ED) James G. O'Neill USNR-RET 

USS Taylor (DD-468) 65-67 

This is our take on the establishment of the ships band and what happened.  If you can 

add to this story with additional or even contradicting information please write it up and 

send it in.  How about a photo? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COLD WAR CERTIFICATE 

.   

Those who served during the Cold War may wish to obtain a Cold War Recognition 

Certificate. Applications are available on the internet.  If you want one just follow the 

directions and download the application. 

  

https://www.hrc.army.mil/content/Cold%20War%20Recognition%20Certificate%20Progr

am%20Overview    

 

TAPS -- I N MEMORIAM 

 

We have become aware that the following individuals (previously not reported) have 

passed away since our Nashville reunion. 

 

William J. Greer -- Bill was an SOG3 who served on board from 1954 thru 1956.  He was 

an avid supporter of our reunion association and helped with the Colorado Springs 

reunion.    

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Harry A. Matekel -- Harry was an F1C who served on board in 1945 and 1946. 

 

                                                           

 

Thomas L. Roseberry -- Tom was an SKSN who served on board in 1966 & 1967.  

 

Donald A. Stoufer -- Don was a LT who served on board from 1963 thru 1966.  He 

retired as a Captain having commanded 3 ships. 

                                              

                                             

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Michael C. Wilson  -- Michael was an SN who served on board in 1966 and 1967. 

 

                                                                    

 

MISSING IN ACTION 

There are several Taylor sailors for whom we used to have contact information on but 

who have now dropped out of our sight.  If anyone has any new contact information or 

knows something that happened to them please pass it on to us. 

 

Thomas E. Anderson -- Thomas was an MM3 and was on board from 1964 until 1969.  His last 

 known address is in St. Petersburg, FL. 

Carl Augusta -- Carl was a GM3(T) and was on board from 1943-1945. 

Donald A. Ballard -- Donald was an STG2 and was aboard from 1962-1964 

John D. Deardorff -- John served onboard during 1956.  His last known address is in Panama 

 City, FL. 

Gerald P. Kelsh -- Gerry was a LTJG who served on board from 1956 - 1958.  His last known 

 address is in Springtown, PA  

Lester Marney -- Lester was a BT3 who served on board from 1958 - 1960.  His last known 

 address is in Tehachapi, CA. 

Billy W. McCuiston -- Bill was an E4 who served on board from 1953-1955.  His last known 

 address is in Marietta, GA. 

Jimmie D. Mclemore -- Jim was an ET2 on board from 1952-1954.  His last known address is in 

 Livingston, TX. 



 

 

Ronald K. Miyata --  Ronald was a SA who served on board in 1966.  His last known address is n 

 West Covina, CA. 

Norman L. Rice -- Norman was a BM3 who served on board in 1963.  His last known address 

 was in Lemon Grove, CA. 

Clifford H. Santiago -- Cliff was an SM1 who served on board from 1961-1964.  His last known 

 address is in Chula Vista, CA. 

Donald L. Underwood -- Donald was a QM3 who served on board from 1954 thru 1956.  His 

 last known address is in Deming, NM. 

Charles Cameron VanWye  -- "Little Bit" was a  seaman and Korean War Plank Owner who 

 served on board from 1951 thru 1953.  His last known address is in Riverbank, CA. 

 Sidney J. Wallace -- Sid was an FC1 who served on board from 1942 thru 1946.  He is a 

Plank  Owner whose last address was in Bakersfield CA.   



 

 

 

                   
 

 

                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                        
 
                


