
 

 

ISSUE 22          JUNE,  2022 

 

 

 

 

We are publishing the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) Reunion Association Newsletter as a 

forum for disseminating information concerning the activities of the Reunion Association 

and its members particularly as it relates to reunions as well as the maintenance of a 

high level of interest in the history of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-468) and the men who 

served on her.   

 

We encourage and welcome  informational contributions, including articles, from 

members at any time.  No political commentary, please.  When we started doing 

NEWSLETTERS, a few years ago, we didn't know how much material we would have 

and, therefore, how long we could keep sending out NEWSLETTERS.  Please consider 

contributing an article, topic, discussion point -- or whatever -- because we are in danger 

of running out of material.  Please submit comments, inquiries, or possible contributions 

to Ms. Dorothy Davis at shipsahoy16@gmail.com.   

 

  

2022 REUNION CANCELED  

We have been working on setting up a reunion in Norfolk, VA during October of 2022.  

To that end we have lined up a hotel and have scheduled a series of tours.  In January, 

however, the planner received a discouraging medical diagnosis concerning a family 

member that has the potential to fully monopolize his time and derail the reunion.  After 



 

 

some  evaluation we judged that the medical condition was manageable and, perhaps 

with some wishful thinking on our part, sent out the signup letters for participation in the 

reunion.  Months later we now have received evaluations by specialist(s) and a 

preliminary diagnosis.  Sadly the family member's condition is more serious and is 

progressing faster than anticipated.   The  result is that dealing with this condition will 

monopolize the planner's time for the foreseeable future.   We deeply regret the 

confusion we may have caused and we will be issuing full refunds although we will honor 

shirt orders to date.  We will also look into joining Tin Can Sailors (TCS), as a group, for 

their annual reunions, although the option of attending that TCS reunions as an 

individual is always open to our members.      

BOOK REVIEW 

 

 
 
Available Samples: 

 

"Journalist Peacock and novelist Brown (The Last Fighter Pilot) deliver a comprehensive 

account of the career of Peacock’s grandfather, Maj. Gen. William H. Rupertus, who 

wrote the Marine Corps’ “Rifleman’s Creed” and led the 1st Marine Division to key 

victories at Tulagi, Guadalcanal, Cape Gloucester, and Peleliu. The authors note that 

Rupertus got an up-close view of the Japanese military while serving with the Marines in 

China in the 1920s and ’30s and had no illusion that Japan would wage an all-out war 



 

 

against America. Blow-by-blow accounts of the campaign to retake the Pacific focus on 

Rupertus’s command decisions, including his direction of the landing force at Tulagi; his 

wrestling with dengue fever while defending Guadalcanal’s airstrip against a major 

Japanese counteroffensive; and his successful campaign to take control of the airport 

and clear out entrenched Japanese forces on the island of Peleliu ... Peacock and Brown 

provide plenty of drama and action. This vivid biography gives its subject well-deserved 

recognition." 

—Publishers Weekly 

My Rifle: The Creed of a US Marine 

This is my rifle. There are many like it, but this one is mine.  

My rifle is my best friend. It is my life. I must master it as I must master my 

life.  

My rifle, without me, is useless. Without my rifle, I am useless. I must fire 

my rifle true. I must shoot straighter than my enemy who is trying to kill 

me. I must shoot him before he shoots me. I will... 

 My rifle and myself know that what counts in this war is not the rounds we 

fire, the noise of our burst, nor the smoke we make. We know that it is the 

hits that count. We will hit... 

 

 My rifle is human, even as I, because it is my life. Thus, I will learn it as a 

brother. I will learn its weaknesses, its strength, its parts, its accessories, 

its sights and its barrel. I will ever guard it against the ravages of weather 

and damage as I will ever guard my legs, my arms, my eyes and my heart 

against damage. I will keep my rifle clean and ready. We will become part 

of each other. We will... 

  



 

 

Before God, I swear this creed. My rifle and myself are the defenders of 

my country. We are the masters of our enemy. We are the saviors of my 

life.  

So be it, until victory is America's and there is no enemy, but peace! 

 by Major General William H. Rupertus  

 

 

NORMANDY REMEMBERED BY EUROPEANS 

 

Normandy Beach - The Fallen 9,000 

 

A large percentage of America doesn't know of or care about Normandy. 

 

This year, British artist Jamie, accompanied by numerous volunteers took to 

the beaches of Normandy with rakes and stencils in hand to etch 9,000 

silhouettes representing fallen people into the sand. 

 

Titled The Fallen 9000, the piece is meant as a stark visual reminder of 

those who died during the D-Day beach landings at Arromanches on June 6th, 

1944 during WWII. 

 

The original team consisted of 60 volunteers but as word spread nearly 500 

additional local residents arrived to help with the temporary installation 

that lasted only a few hours before being washed away by the tide. 

 

9,000 Fallen Soldiers Etched into the Sand on Normandy Beach to Commemorate 

Peace Day. 

 

What is surprising is that nothing about this was seen here in the US. 

Someone from overseas had a friend that sent it 



 

 

with a note of gratitude for what the US started there. 

Please share with others who understand "freedom is not free-- nor has it 

ever been.  Our thanks to Jay Titsworth, LTJG 62-65. 

 

                                  
 

 

 

                                   
 



 

 

                             

                                       

                                                                                                

 
                

 

 



 

 

                         

              
 

 

             
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 



 

 

UPDATES FROM MEMBERS 

Jack Kovach, FTG3, 65-67 emailed  to say that  he has one more grandson who is two 

years old and can keep you busy.  He has  three grandson's, ages six, five an1 six 1five 

and the little guy.  "I  talk to my Tailor sailors and we are all getting older.  I finally joined 

the VFW.  I never was a real drinker but I stop in once a month."                     

Shane Eisenbraun, son of Robert L. Eisenbraun, PC3 62-66 , emails as follows:  I saw 

your contact info on the TinCan Sailors website for the USS Taylor.  My father served 

aboard her in the 60s, and I wanted to get additional information about the reunion.  

Unfortunately he passed away in 2001, but his service inspired me to join the Navy.  I 

attended the Naval Academy and was able to do a summer cruise as a midshipman 

aboard a destroyer stationed in Hawaii.  Fortunately, I got to share a little bit of that 'Tin 

Can' experience with my father.  Hopefully, this little bit of Taylor legacy will be a naval 

heritage for your shipmates."     

 
 

WEB SITE 

 

MODERNIZATION -- More than ten years ago Otto Zipf brought the USS Taylor Reunion 

Association from tabletop scrapbooks to the Internet.  A decade is an Internet eternity, 

and our web site (like the rest of us) had begun to show signs of aging.  Now, after two 

years of work, our web site has caught up with today’s Internet, and will be compatible 

with Internet technology for years to come.  Please spend some time looking over the 

new USS Taylor web site, and let us know what you think. It’s all about your ship, and 

your story. 

 

ORAL HISTORIES -- Our web site https://usstaylor468.org/ has added a link to oral 

histories.  So far we have four entries, and are looking for more contributions.  If you 

would like to add your memories please contact Bob Cashin at rlcashin@verizon.net.  He 



 

 

will send you a small digital handheld recorder with instructions in a package enclosing a 

postpaid return mailer. 

 

MESSAGE BOARD -- We created the new Message Board while the old one was still 

open.  If you have recently posted a message, therefore, it might not be displayed on the 

new web site.  The easiest fix is for the originator to simply re-enter the post. 

 

DIRECTORY --  We have published our 2018 hard copy membership directory.  All those 

who attended the 2018 reunion have received a copy (one per family, however).  All our  

members with internet can access the new online directory at   

https://sailors.usstaylor468.org/uss-taylor-directory/   The Directory is password 

protected.  Psst psst, the password is pineapplefleet  TOP SECRET NOFORN.   Please 

take some time to review your information in the online directory and send any changes 

or updates to Dorothy Davis or Jim O'Neill via our personal email, the website email, or a 

contact form.  One good feature of the new website is that we, but not each member, can 

now do updates ourselves without waiting (up to 2 years) for the next contractor update 

cycle.  I think that you will find the new online directory to be very flexible.                                             

 

        

PURCHASE FLAG REPLICA 
 
+ 

                                             
 
 

Bob Cashin is offering to produce a photographic replica of our WWII flag for any member 

interested.  The photo is 16" X 12" -- the frame makes it  a few inches larger on each side --  and 



 

 

is the same as the one we auctioned off at the Colorado Springs Reunion.  The cost is $130 

payable to Robert L. Cashin.  This is the same price as the auction price.  Any excess over the 

cost to produce and ship the replica is a donation to the reunion association.       

 

HISTORICAL PHOTOS 

 

We are always looking for photos documenting the History of the USS Taylor (DD/DDE-

468) and those who served on her.  Indeed, many people have already shared their 

photos and we have them on file.  John Minton, son of Bernard L. Minton,   GMG3  68-69, 

sent us these photos of his father.  If you have a photo like this, and don't mind sharing, 

please send a copy (hard or scanned) to us.  We may eventually use it in the 

MEWSLETTER or on the web site.                                                                             

                                                 



 

 

Here is Bernard Minton during the crossingof  the equator festivities 

 

 

TAPS -- I N MEMORIAM 

 

We have become aware that the following individuals (previously not reported) have 

passed away since our Nashville reunion. 

 

Arthur G. Brouillette.  Rocky was an SA who served on board from 1957 thru 1959.  

 

                                                                 

 

 

 



 

 

 

John F. Depew.  Jay was a LTJG who served on board from 1964 thru 1966. 

 

                                                                       

 

Karl E. Haggstrom. Karl was a YNSN who served on board from 1953 thry 1956. 

 

Douglas L. Huyck.  Douglas was an FN who served on board from 1967 thru 1969. 

 

                                                      

                                                       

 

 



 

 

 

 

Robert D. Kenshalo.  Kinch  was an SN who served on board in 1956 and 1957. 

 

                                       

 

 

George P. McCracken.  George was a BT2 who served on board from 1962 thru 1966.   

 

Morris C. Shivley .  Chet was an SH2 who served on board from 1958 thru 1960. 

 

                                             

     

 

 



 

 

Charles H. Stoudt .  Chuck was a GM3 who served on board from 1956 thru 1960.  He 

was our resident cartoonist. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Orval F. Thorson.  Thor was a LTJG who served on board from 1961 thru 1963. 

 

                                                                 

 

Ernesto G. Villarreal.  Ernesto was an MR3 who served on board from 1961 thru 1963. 

 

                                                         



 

 

 

William E. Van Atten.   "Senior Chief" Bill was an RD3 who served on board in 1966 and 

1967.  

 

                                              

 

 

Thomas J. Voracek.  Tom was a LTJG and Korean War Plank Owner who served on 

board from 1951 thru 1955. 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Roger R. Wunsch..  Roger was an EM2 who served on board from 1962 thru 1965.     

 

                                        

 

MISSING IN ACTION 

There are several Taylor sailors for whom we used to have contact information on but 

who have now dropped out of our sight.  If anyone has any new contact information or 

knows something that happened to them please pass it on to us. 

 

Thomas E. Anderson -- Thomas was an MM3 and was on board from 1964 until 1969.  His last 

 known address is in St. Petersburg, FL. 

Carl Augusta -- Carl was a GM3(T) and was on board from 1943-1945. 

Donald A. Ballard -- Donald was an STG2 and was aboard from 1962-1964 

Roger D. Bandy -- Roger was an FN who served on board in 1957 and 1958.  His last known 

 address was in Stanford, KY. 

Robert L. Bramon -- Bob was an RM1 who served on board in 1962 and 1963.  His last known 

 address was in Golden, CO. 

John D. Deardorff -- John served on board during 1956.  His last known address is in Panama 

 City, FL. 

Robert H. Hepple -- Bob was a LTJG who served on board from 1960 thru 1962.  His last known 

 address was in Fresno, CA. 

Gerrold E. Keene -- Gerrold was an SN who served on board from 1952 thru 1956.  His last 

 address is thought to be Maricopa, AZ  



 

 

Gerald P. Kelsh -- Gerry was a LTJG who served on board from 1956 - 1958.  His last known 

 address is in Springtown, PA  

Lester Marney -- Lester was a BT3 who served on board from 1958 - 1960.  His last known 

 address is in Tehachapi, CA. 

Billy W. McCuiston -- Bill was an E4 who served on board from 1953-1955.  His last known 

 address is in Marietta, GA. 

Jimmie D. Mclemore -- Jim was an ET2 on board from 1952-1954.  His last known address is in 

 Livingston, TX. 

Ronald K. Miyata --  Ronald was a SA who served on board in 1966.  His last known address is n 

 West Covina, CA. 

George A. Potvin -- "Pots" was an STG3 who served on board from 1966 thru 1968.    

Norman L. Rice -- Norman was a BM3 who served on board in 1963.  His last known address 

 was in Lemon Grove, CA. 

Clifford H. Santiago -- Cliff was an SM1 who served on board from 1961-1964.  His last known 

 address is in Chula Vista, CA. 

Paul C. Scoglamiglio -- Paul was an E4 who served on board from 1965 until 1968.  His last 

 known address was in Spokane, WA. 

John R. Singer -- John was a QM3 who served o board from 1958 thru 1962.  His last known 

 address was in Lake Isabella, CA 

Donald L. Underwood -- Donald was a QM3 who served on board from 1954 thru 1956.  His 

 last known address is in Deming, NM. 

Charles Cameron VanWye  -- "Little Bit" was a  seaman and Korean War Plank Owner who 

 served on board from 1951 thru 1953.  His last known address is in Riverbank, CA. 

 Sidney J. Wallace -- Sid was an FC1 who served on board from 1942 thru 1946.  He is a 

 Plank  Owner whose last address was in Bakersfield CA.  

James M. Waller -- Jim was a LT who served on board from 1964 thru 1966.  His last 

 known address was in Raleigh, NC.  



 

 

 

                   

                                    

                                                 
                                         

 

                 

                            

                                              



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                        
 
                


